
FIFA 2026: Draw Results and 
Insights for Vancouver & Seattle

Biweekly Working Group Meeting
December 11, 2025



Today’s Agenda

1 – Review Matches and Teams in Vancouver/Seattle
2 – Visitor Volumes and Flow Scenarios
3 – Current Unknowns
4 – Other Discussion Items



Review of Matches & Teams 
from Draw



Source: FWC26 Host Committees (Vancouver & Seattle)
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Where Teams Will Play

Vancouver Only Seattle OnlyBoth Locations

USA

IR IRAN

ITA/WAL/NIR/BOS

CANADA

NEW ZEALAND

SWITZERLAND

TUR/ROU/SVK/KOS

AUSTRALIA QATAR

EGYPTBELGIUM

TUR/ROU/SVK/KOS (Turkey, Romania, Slovakia, Kosovo) refers to the winner of the UEFA Playoff C Match on March 31, 2026.
ITA/WAL/NIR/BOS (Italy, Wales, Northern Ireland, Bosnia and Herzegovina) refers to the winner of the UEFA Playoff A Match on March 31, 2026.

2x in VAN

2x in VAN

1x EACH 1x EACH

1x EACH 2x SEA, 1x VAN

1x in VAN

1x in VAN

1x in SEA

1x in SEA

1x in SEA



Visitor Volumes & Flow 
Scenarios



“Canada, and Vancouver in particular, has seen a 240 
per cent increase in searches for flights on the travel 
site Kayak in the past week, compared with the same 
time last year. There had been a 25 per cent uptick in 
searches on Kayak ahead of the draw that determined 
the Cup groups, and that spiked another 40 per cent 
post-draw, more than double the searches at the same 
time last year.”

- J.J. Adams, Vancouver Sun

Heavy Intra-Western Region Travel 
for Games (Groups B, D, G, J)





Visitors to B.C. in 2024: 218,903 (Destination BC)
Visitors to Seattle in 2024: 29,600 (Visit Seattle)



Insights and Potential Scenarios
• No SEA Direct Flights from 

Australia
• YVR has 70 Direct Flights/Month
• LAX, HNL, SFO, and YVR will 

likely be major transit points for 
Seattle-bound traffic

• Australians travelling between 
games could fly into Vancouver 
for Australia’s 1st match and 
then cross by land, air, or rail to 
Seattle for the 2nd match. The 
3rd match is in SFO which has 
departures to Australia.
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Possible Traveller Profiles

The Trans-Pacific 
Traveller

Australia and New 
Zealand fans have easy 
access to direct flights to 
YVR, SFO, and LAX. The NZ 
Head Coach has already 
commented that he 
expects lots of fans 
travelling to Vancouver.

European Football Fans

Belgium, Switzerland, and the winners 
of the UEFA Playoffs could attract large 
crowds (especially if Italy progresses). 
Travellers from these countries and 
other European countries are key to 
monitor. Fans may travel from other 
cities to the region (i.e. German 
traveller goes to game in Toronto, 
Vancouver for vacation).

Intra-Continental Traffic & 
Diasporas

Canadians and Americans on both 
sides may want to attend the 
Canada/U.S. matches. IR Iran and 
possible Italy match in Seattle 
could draw Vancouver’s Persian 
and Italian communities. Other 
diaspora communities across North 
America could be attracted. 
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